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SUBJ: POLISARIO FRONT NEWS CONEERENCE 

1. 1. POLISARIO ERONT "FOREIGN MINISTER", IBRAHIM HAKIM, 

GAVE PRESS CONFERENCE IN DAR ES SALAAM DEC 20, IN COURSE 

OF EAST AERICAN TOUR HE IS MAKING TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR HIS 
WESTERN SAHARA "LIBERATION MOVEMENT." 

2. HE ASSUSED SPAIN OP BEING BEHIND "MOROCCO-MAURITANIAN 
INVATION" OF HIS COUNTRY, AND SAID SPAIN WAS SUPPLYING BOTH 
WITH ARMS IN ORDER TO SEEK CONTROL OF THE COUNTRY'S MINERAL 
WEALTH. HE CLAIMED, HOWEVER, THAT AS A RESULT OF POLISARIO 
MILITARY SUCCESSES, BOTH MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA HAVE BEGUN 
TO SEEK A RAPPROCHEMENT: "KING HASSAN'S CALL FOR A REFERENDUM 
IN WESTERN SAHARA IS A CLEAR INDICATION THAT HIS FORCES 

ARE SUFFERING HEAVY LOSSES IN THE HANDS OF POLISARIO." 

3. HAKIM CLAIMED THAT POLISARIO FORCES HAVE PENETRATED 800 
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KILOMETERS INSIDE MAURITANIA, AND THAT "LAST WEEK" THEY ATTACKED 
NEEMA, THE CAPITAL OF EAST MAURITANIA REGION. HE ASSERTED THAT 
14,000 MOROCCAN TROOPS HAVE BEEN KILLED AND MORE THAN 1,000 
TAKEN PRISONER, AND THAT POLISARIO HAD CAPTURED EXTENSIVE 
MATERIAL, INCLUDING 140 US-MADE JEEPS, 100 PIECES OF "INS- 
TRUMENTS FOR DETECTING ENEMY POSITIONS," AND 5 HEAVY TRUCKS 
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WITH "SIX ELECTRONIC GUNS EACH." 
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